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Pearls of Wisdom from Maran Rabbi 
Ovadia on the weekly Torah portion 

פ "  ... פ     
פ    " ( ,) 

Judges and officers you shall appoint in 
your cities…and they shall judge the nation 

with righteous judgement  (16:18) 
Maran HaRav Ovadia explained why the 
Torah juxtaposed this verse with the previous 
parasha that discussed the Shalosh Regalim (3 
Festivals, Pesach, Shavuot and Succot). We 
know that the Jewish people would make a 
pilgrimage to Yerushalayim on these holidays. 
Tosafot (Baba Batra 21a) wrote that when the 
Jews would go to Yerushalayim they would see 
the great holiness and the kohanim who were 
engaged in holy work and they would want to 

engage in Torah study.  
Because of this, they would ask any questions 
they had related to halacha as the verse states, 
“If a matter of judgment is hidden from 
you…you shall rise up and ascend to the place 
that Hashem your G-d shall choose” )17:8). For 
this reason, the people were prone to say that 
there is no need to establish judges and officers 
in every city since all questions can be brought 

to Yerushalayim during the three festivals. 
Therefore, the Torah juxtaposes the 2 
parshiyot to teach us that even though the Jews 
would travel frequently to Yerushalayim, they 
nevertheless were obligated to appoint judges 

and officers to be available in every city. 
 (107:16). Moshe, who learned with much vigor, 
was accused of being too disconnected from 
the nation, and on the other hand, Aharon, who 
was a peace-maker among the people, was 
accused of being too involved with the people 

of the nation.  
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Hilchot Hadlakat Nerot (taken from Chazzon Ovadia Shabbat 1) 
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1. Just as it is a commandment to 
light candles in honor of the 
Shabbat, so to it is a 
commandment to light candles in 
the honor of Yom Tov since the 
pasuk calls the Yamim Tovim 
“Mikra Kodesh.” Before one lights, 
one should make the blessing of 
“lehadlik ner shel yom tov.” A 
community that was accustomed 
not to make a blessing on candles 
for Yom Tov and has now merited 
to make Aliya to Israel, should 
now take upon the custom of 
Israel and make the blessing. 

2. One should not light candles too 
early on in the day since it would 
not be evident that these candles 
are in honor of Shabbat. Rather 
the earliest time to light is after 
Peleg HaMincha if he accepts 
Shabbat on himself at that point. 

3. The custom is to light the 
candles 20 minutes before shekia. 
If one was not able to do so, he 
may light until 5 minutes before 
shekia but not after that time. 
4. It is very proper to turn off all 

the electric lights before lighting 
the Shabbat candles and then turn 
them on after lighting the Shabbat 
candles. When making the blessing 
on the Shabbat candles he should 
have the electric lights in mind as 
well since he will be benefitting 
from that light on Shabbat as well. 

5. Even a woman who is blind 
should light candles and make a 
blessing. However, if her husband 
is able to see, it is better if he 
makes the blessing and lights. 

6. Singles who are not married and 
live in a Yeshiva dormitory are 
obligated to light in their rooms, 
even if someone is lighting for 
them in the dining room. One of 
the boys in each room should light 
and have the other roommates in 
mind. They should do this on a 
rotational basis so that each of 
them get an opportunity to light 
once in a while. 

7.  A kallah who lights candles for 
the first time should not make a 
shehecheyanu since it is a beracha 
she’ena tzericha. 
 

 He is going to retire soon… 
Once, when Maran HaRav Ovadia zt”l was the Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv, his wife, the Rabbanit, went to the market to shop 
for produce and suddenly one of the store owners began to degrade and belittle Maran zt”l. She came home very 
disheartened and offended. This episode reminded her of the time they spent in Egypt where there was a group of people 
that would always cause trouble for Maran zt”l and his family. 
Maran saw that she was upset and told her not to worry since the person in Tel Aviv was just making empty threats and 
would not act upon them, unlike the group in Egypt who would cause a lot of trouble for them. Besides, this person was 
going to retire soon, said Maran zt”l. 
A short while later the store owner retired and suddenly passed away in an unusual manner, never causing any more pain to 
Maran zt”l and his family.    
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