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Pearls of Wisdom from Maran Rabbi
Ovadia on the weekly Torah portion
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“And they told him saying, “Yosef
is still alive, and he is the ruler over
Egypt”; but his heart rejected it...”
(45:26)

Maran Harav Ovadia zt"l wrote
(Meor Yisrael Derushim pg.182) that
the Ramban explains that it is a
known that when exciting news is
given to the elderly or weak, they
may faint from their excitement.

This is what is says in Sefer
Yeshayahu, “how pleasant are the
footsteps of the herald upon the
mountains announcing peace,
heralding good news, announcing
salvation saying onto Zion, Your G-
d has reigned!” (52:7) to teach us
that the bidder of good news,
Eliyahu Hanavi, begins to deliver
good news and then continues to
deliver greater news and does not
overwhelm us with all the great
news in one shot.

Therefore, the news of the
redemption will come in a stages.
First we will be notified of peace,
then that there will be good in the
world, then that there will be
salvation and finally that G-d will
reign.
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From the Desk of the Rishon Letziyon

M SRR 4
Responsa of Rabbi Yitzchak Yosef
shlita, the Rishon Letziyon
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Hilchot Kiddush (raken from Chazzon Ovadia Shabbat 2)

1. There are those who have
the custom to make kiddush
on Friday night in the
synagogue just as had been
done in the times of our
Rabbis of the Talmud who
instituted this on account of
the guests who would eat
and sleep in the synagogue.
Even though these days we
do not have guests who eat
and sleep in the synagogue,
there are those who say that
we cannot nullify the
Rabbinical decree to make
this kiddush. In places
where there are many b'ne
Torah where everyone says
kiddush at home, it is
preferable not to make
kiddush in the synagogue
on Friday night. This is the
custom of Eretz Yisrael
However, in places where
not everyone may go home
and make Kkiddush, it is
proper to make kiddush for
them in the synagogue. The
one making the kiddush
should not drink the wine,
rather he should give it to a
minor to taste since one

cannot make kiddush
unless it is the place that he
will have his

meal. However, if he drinks
a reviit of the wine, he can
drink it himself.

2. When one comes home on
Friday night from the
synagogue, he should rush
to make kiddush and eat.

3. A person can say kiddush
of Friday night already
from Peleg Hamincha and
on, however, it would be
best that his meal continue
and that he eat a kezayit
during after it becomes
dark.

4. The custom is to say
"Shalom Alechem” and then
"Ki Malachav”, followed by
"Eshet Hayil”. One should
have a table cloth under the
bread and a cover on top of
the bread and then say
"Yom Hashishi Vayechulu”
while standing and then
Hagefen and Kiddush.

5. If his father and mother
are with him, he should kiss
their hands.

Maran speaks on
social issues
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Have a Halachik question? Ask the Rabbi!
Get answers based on the rulings of Maran HaRav Ovadia
Yosef zt”l and his son Maran the Rishon Letzion HaRav
Yitzchak Yosef shlit”a.
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