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Pearls of Wisdom from Maran Rabbi Ovadia on the
weekly Torah portion
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“And Yaakov raised his eyes and he saw that
Esav was approaching...” (33:1)

Maran HaRav Ovadia Yosef zt"l wrote
(Chazzon Ovadia - Purim page 294) that it is
written in Midrash Raba that when Yaakov
raised his eyes, he saw Esav coming from
afar, so he raised his eyes to Hashem and
prayed for mercy. Hashem then promised to
save him in the merit of Yaakov.

HaRav Ovadia asked, what does it mean that
Yaakov saw him from afar and what does it
mean that Hashem would save him in the
merit of Yaakov? He explained that Yaakov
raised his eyes and saw into the future that
Haman HaRasha would try to destroy the
Jewish people and Hashem promised to save
the Jews in that generation in the merit of
Yaakov.

Through this, we can explain why Yaakov
was afraid of Esav even though he was
physically a strong person. Yaakov was
afraid for his future generations and the
harm that Esav’s descendants would cause
Yaakov's descendants. And this is why
Yaakov prayed so much that Hashem should
save his descendants from the harsh decrees
that would befall them in the future.
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Halachot
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A Melacha Started on Erev Shabbat that will Finish on Shabbat

(taken from Chazzon Ovadia - Shabbat 1)

1. On erev Shabbat, it is permitted
to give a goy clothing to be cleaned
as long as the price has been set, he
does not tell the goy to clean it on
Shabbat and the goy cleans it in his
own place or in his own machine.
Likewise, it is permitted to give a
tailor fabric to make him clothing as
long as there is a set price and the
work is done in the goy’s property.
Even if the goy made the clothing for
him on Shabbat and brought it to him
on Shabbat, he is allowed to wear it.
However, if the work done was
known to be for a Jew and he did it in
a place that everyone would know it
was done for a Jew, then one should
be stringent and not wear it because
of Marit HaAyin, that people will
think the goy was hired as a day
laborer.

2. Aslong as one sets a price with a
goy, and the goy does the work on
Shabbat, it is permitted to derive
benefit from the work performed and
it is not similar to a case where a goy
turns on the light for a Jew (in which
case the Jew may not benefit from
the light) since the goy did the work
on his own terms because he wanted
to get paid quickly.

3, One is allowed to be on a ship
that is travelling on Shabbat in the
sea/ocean even if it begins to travel
on erev Shabbat if he is going to do a

dvar mitzva, such as travelling to
Israel. However, if he is travelling for
personal purposes, the ship must
embark on the journey three days
before Shabbat, so it may not start to
travel on Thursday or Friday.

4., The reason one cannot travel on a
ship that has not begun to travel at
least three days before Shabbat is the
loss of Oneg Shabbat, because it takes
three days to accustom oneself to the
shaking of the boat and to make sure
he won't be sea sick. However, one
who is travelling for the sake of a
mitzvah is absolved from the mitzvah
of Oneg Shabbat. However travelling
on rivers and smaller bodies of water
is permitted since one does not get
sea-sick from such activity. However,
one must ensure that the bottom of
the boat is at least 20 tefachim above
the ground in the water so that one
does not run into the issue of
“Techumin.” If he has a doubt it is still
permitted to travel since it is a doubt
with regards to a Rabbinic
prohibition.

5. In cases where it is permitted to
travel travelling on a ship that
embarks on erev Shabbat, such as
travelling on a river or going to
perform a mitzvah, if one goes on the
ship on erev Shabbat and he is on the
ship during ben hashemashot, it is
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MORESHET MARAN
www.moreshet-maran.com

Your link to the largest content on Maran zt”|

Video Shiurim — Live Streaming — Halakha Corner — Clips —
Media — Stories — Eulogies — Wide variety of other content

Have a Halachik question? Ask the Rabbi!

Get answers based on the rulings of Maran HaRav Ovadia
Yosef zt”l and his son Maran the Rishon Letzion HaRav

Yitzchak Yosef shlit”a.

office@moreshet-maran.com | www.moreshet-maran.com
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Descending the Mountain to Come to the People

Rav Yosef Sharga, the Rabbi of Bet Keneset HaYazdim, said that when HaRav Ovadia Yosef zt”l was inaugurated as the Chief
Rabbi of Israel, there was an official governmental ceremony arranged for him in Heichal Shelomo, in the office of the Chief
Rabbinate. However, his actual inaugural ceremony was held in the Bet Kenesset HaYazdim in the Bukharian neighborhood of
Yerushalayim. At that ceremony, Rav Yehuda Tzadka spoke and said: “It is known that the Mishkan was made of many different
types if material that were unique in appearance and quality. Different people were tasked to make different objects, but only
Moshe Rabenu was able to put all the different pieces together. And so to, there are Rabbis who know how to give very in-depth
shiurim but when it comes to speaking to the simple Jew, they are unable to do so. On the other hand, there are Rabbis who know
how to only speak on a simple level and cannot engage with people who are able to grasp deeper concepts. However, HaRav
Ovadia is like the Moshe Rabenu of our generation. Only he is able to give shiurim that excite both the simple Jew and the learned
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