
  

 

 

  

  

       

 

Pearls of Wisdom from Maran Rabbi 

Ovadia on the weekly Torah portion 
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Responsa of Rabbi Yitzchak Yosef 

shlita, the Rishon Letziyon 
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 “When you lend money to my nation, to the 
poor who is with you…” (22:24) 
Maran HaRav Ovadia Yosef zt”l wrote (Meor 

Yisrael – Derushim pg. 200) that the Chachamim 
say that one “should give from himself, since 
you and what is yours is his”. HKB”H gives 
wealth to the wealthy as a security deposit 
and they become guardians of the money so 
that they can help those in need. The halacha 
in Shulchan Aruch states (Choshen Mishpat 246:4) 
that one who writes in his will that all his 
belongings should go to only one son – his 
son only becomes a guardian of the money 
and all the sons get their fair share of the 
inheritance because we make the reasonable 
assumption that he wanted the one child to 
receive more honor and the other brothers to 
listen to him, but still wanted them all to have 
a share in the inheritance. 

So too, HKB”H gives wealth to certain 
individuals, but they should not be viewed as 
the owners of the wealth, rather as guardians 
to help the poor and underprivileged. 

However, that person is befitting of honor as 
the Gemara in Eruvin 81a says that Ribbi 
Yehuda Hanasi and Ribbi Akiva would honor 
the wealthy. And it is clear that they would 
honor wealthy individuals who were G-d-
fearing and charitabl. 

This is why they verse says “When you lend 
money to my nation, to the poor who is with 
you”- that the money you lend the poor is not 

yours but rather, “to the poor who is with 
you” – that only part of it belongs to you and 

you are a guardian over the rest.   

 

Do not read in the middle of Tefilla or Torah reading 
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Have a Halachik question? Ask the Rabbi! 

Get answers based on the rulings of Maran HaRav Ovadia 
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Personal Stories Related to Maran zt"l 

 

1. Someone who made kiddush in his 
house and wants to eat in his yard, and 
he can see from his yard the spot that he 
made kiddush in the house, may do so if 
he had the intention to do so when he 
made kiddush. However, if he did not 
have this in mind, he should preferably 
not do this even if he can see the spot he 
made kiddush in. Bediavad, if he ate in 
his yard, he nevertheless fulfills his 

obligation.  
2. A sick person who cannot eat 

anything Friday night after kiddush, or 
someone who does not have bread, 

should not make kiddush on 

Friday night, rather he should wait until 
the next morning since he might feel 
better and eat or he will be able to find 
bread. He should then make the kiddush 

that he would have said at night.  
3. One should eat his meal immediately 
after making kiddush. If there was a 
large gap of time between the kiddush 
and the meal, some say that one has to 
make kiddush again and some argue. 
Since this is a matter of doubt with 
regards to reciting a blessing, we are 
lenient and do not make kiddush again. 
However, if the amount of time 
between kiddush and the meal was the 
time it takes to digest a meal (72 minutes), 

one must make kiddush again unless he 

drank a reviit of wine at kiddush.  

4. Someone who made kiddush on 

Friday night, and before he had his 
meal goes outside to speak to his friend 

for a while has to make kiddush again. 
However, if he went to take care of his 
personal needs, for example, going to 
wash his hands or going to the 
bathroom, he does not need to make 
kiddush again. In either case, if he left 
some friends or family at the table he 
does not need to make kiddush when he 

returns.  

5. Even though the hachamim say that 
kiddush must be at the same time as the 
seuda, nevertheless, if one ate a kezayit 
of bread or cake, or if he drank a reviit 
of wine, he has fulfilled his obligation of 
having a seuda for the purposes of 
making kiddush and he can finish his 
meal somewhere else. However, eating 
fruit or drinking other liquids does not 
count toward a seuda for purposes of 

kiddush.  

6. Eating rice does not count toward 
having a meal for the purposes of 
kiddush since it is not one of the five 
grains. That is why one makes a bore 
nefashot after eating rice and not al 

hamichya.  

7. One who makes kiddush at his home, 
and his neighbor hears him from his 
own house having in mind to fulfill his 
obligation of kiddush and the one 
making kiddush has in mind to fulfill 
the obligation on behalf of his neighbor 
listening to him, can fulfill the 
obligation on behalf of the neighbor and 
the neighbor is considered to have made 
kiddush in the place of his seuda. 
 

 

 Hilchot Kiddush BeMakom Seuda  
(Taken from Hazzon Ovadia - Shabbat 2) 
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In one of his lectures to yeshiva students, Maran HaRav 
Yitzchak Yosef shlit"a said the following: 
 

"One of the fundamental foundations of studying Torah in 
holiness is that one who toils will merit Torah. The great 
Rabbis were always against yeshiva students learning from 
Gemaras that had pictures and charts in them because it 
lessens the effort one must put into his learning. One time, I 

remember when they came out with a Gemara that had all 
different kinds of pictures and charts in it and a student 
brought it over to show it to my father, Maran HaRav Ovadia 
Yosef. He asked him if he would be allowed to learn from this 
Gemara in the yeshiva and Maran became angry and said:Is 
this how we learn? Where is the amelut (toil) to learn Torah? 
You need to read the Gemara, read Rashi, review it and delve 
deeper into it until you understand it!" 
 

Review, learn and delve until you understand 
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