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"...Har Sinai..." (19:11)
Maran HaRav Ovadia Yosef wrote (Meor
Yisrael - 1, pg 230) that the Tosafot in
Masechet Taanit say that Har HaMoria is
Har Sinai, and that it is called Moria since
from it came fear (Mora) to idol
worshipers.
However, this seems very strange
because we do not find any connection
between Har Sinai and Har HaMoria as the
Maharsha writes that the verse tells us
that we are to build the House of Hashem
on Har HaMoria which implies that it
could not possibly be the same mountain
as Har Sinai. The Maharatz Chiyut also
expresses astonishment on this Tosafot
and asks how is it possible to say that the
two mountains were really the same
mountain since we know one of them
was in Israel and the other was outside of
Israel.
Maran HaRav Ovadia zt"l writes that he
was thankfully able to find an answer to
explain this strange passage. He brings
down the Midrash that says that Har Sinai
came from Har HaMoria, because Hashem
took a piece of Har HaMoria (just as one
takes Challah from Dough) from the
location of Akedat Yitzchak and planted
it in Sinai because it is befitting to receive
the Torah on the location that Yitzchak
was bound. Therefore, it can be explained
that Har Sinai originated form Har
HaMoria.
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To subscribe to this newsletter by e-mail,
to help distribute, or to provide financial
support, e-mail: lu7156775@gmail.com
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Maran speaks on social issues

Hilchot Kiddush - Kosher Wine and Kiddush
(Taken from Hazzon Ovadia - Shabbat 2)

1. Wine that was cooked is usable for
kiddush and one may make a hagefen
on it. Therefore, one may make kiddush
on wine that was pasteurized.
2. Wine in which honey was added as a
sweetener may still be used for kiddush,
although there are those who say it
cannot be used since it is no longer
befitting to be used for the libation of
the mizbeyach. However, since it is not
befitting for use on the alter only on
account that the verse specifically
states that no honey may be used on the
mizbeyach and not because there is
something essentially wrong with the
wine, wine with honey may be used for
kiddush and havdala. Sweet wine may
also be used for kiddush and havdala.
3. Wine that is prohibited from which to
drink is not permissible to to use for
kiddush. The same applies to "stam
yenam".
4. In a place where wine is scarce and
there is only beer or alcohol, one should
make kiddush on bread on Friday night
and make kiddush on the alcoholic
beverage in the morning.
5. Havdala or kiddush may not be made

on alcoholic beverages (other than wine)
unless there is no wine in the city and
people in the locale generally drink the
alcoholic beverages. However, in a
place that has wine, one may not make
kiddush on other alcoholic beverages.
6. One should not make a beracha
aharona after drinking wine of kiddush
since his birkat hamazon will absolve
him from the need to make a beracha
aharona.
7. Kiddush can only be made in a place
of seuda (meal), so if one makes kiddush
but does not make a seuda, one does not
fulfill his obligation of kiddush. This is
learned from the verse that says
"Vekarata leshabbat oneg" where we
learn that the place where you call out
shabbat (where you make kiddush) should
also be the place of oneg - enjoyment
(your meal). Therefore when one comes
home from the synagogue he must
make kiddush. If one had the intention
to eat in one corner of the room and then
instead has to eat in another corner, he
bediavad fulfilled his obligation of
kiddush as long as it is one large room
and he does not have to repeat kiddush.
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MORESHET MARAN

Have a Halachik question? Ask the Rabbi!

www.moreshet-maran.com

Get answers based on the rulings of Maran HaRav Ovadia
Yosef zt”l and his son Maran the Rishon Letzion HaRav
Yitzchak Yosef shlit”a.

Your link to the largest content on Maran zt”l
Video Shiurim – Live Streaming – Halakha Corner – Clips –
Media – Stories – Eulogies – Wide variety of other content

office@moreshet-maran.com | www.moreshet-maran.com

Personal Stories Related to Maran zt"l

How dare do you rebuke us?
When Maran HaRav Ovadia was in Egypt, he had a very
difficult battle to establish proper kashrut guidelines for the
community. One of his students at that time explained the
following:
"Maran was with us for three years in Egypt. During that time
he taught us what he had learned from his Rabbis. Before
Maran, we were taught by Rav Hayim Dweck HaKohen, whose
father was a great mekubal who would take several minutes to
perform Birkat Kohanim due to the fact that he prayed with
the kavanot of the Arizal.
Rabbi Hayim taught us how to properly slaughter animals and
one time decided to take us to the slaughter house to teach us
how to slaughter large animals. When we arrived I saw that
before the slaughter, Arab workers were hired to come beat

the animals on the head with extremely large batons to
immobilize them. The animals would fall to the floor due to
the impact.
When I saw this, I immediately went to one of the "Rabbis" of
the community and explained the situation to him and
explained that this procedure renders the animal a terefa and
unkosher for slaughter. This "Rabbi" began to yell at me and
challenge me saying how dare I come to rebuke his authority. I
kept quiet because I saw he had no interest in listening to me
but I realized just how unfortunate the situation was under this
type of leadership. This was the type of environment that
Maran zt"l had to deal with and i appreciate how hard it must
have been for him to be able to overcome these people and
establish proper kashrut in Egypt".
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