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Dedicated in Honor of Mr Harry Adjmi 

for his tireless work for our community.

Topics discussed in this week’s shiur:

1) Listening to a parent for something that does 

one should not personally perform a brit milah 

against a parent’s will, and the permissibility 

The obligation to listen to a parent for 

We spoke last week about the argument between the Ramban 
and Rambam regarding if the mitzvah of Kibud av va’em is a 
mitzvah that is ben adam le’chavero (between man and man) or 
if it is ben adam la’Makom (between man and G-d). We explained 

Kibud av va’em
Rashba, 

Ramban and Ritva (Yevamot 6a), this is unlike the opinion of 
the Meiri (Yevamot 5b), Teshuvot HaRosh (15:5), and Rabbenu 
Yerocham (1:4) who state that one must listen to his parent even 

Some examples of when one does not have to listen to his 

Paying a parent’s bills

One is not obligated to pay his parents bills if he is asked to 
Kibud av va’em does not obligate 

one to spend money (see Kiddushin 32a). However, if his parents 
are poor, then he should give his ma’aser money to his parents.1 

money to pay their bills at the bank, then there is indeed a mitzvah 

If a girl needs to listen to her father and not get 
married

Rabbenu Yosef Chaim (the author of the Ben Ish Chai) says 
in Torah Lishmah2 (siman

of Kibud av va’em is more important than a woman’s mitzvah of 
 Maran zt”l writes in Yabia Omer (vol. 8, 

Y.D. 22:2) that she does not have to listen to her parent, and one 

3

ma’aser (one tenth of one’s net earnings) 
 Rama Y.D.

ma’aser Teshuvot Bet Dino Shel 
Shlomo Y.D. 1). Nevertheless, if one wants to give tzedakah, he should give to his parent 

2 Maran zt”l writes in Yabia Omer (O.C. 9:96) that he is unsure if Torah Lishmah was really 
Ben Ish Chai Teshuvah with the name 

Maran zt”l Torah Lishmah 
Ben Ish Chai. There are many 

sefer Yedei Chaim

Bet Din. The Rabbanut holds a list of Batei Din 
Unfortunately, there are many “Batei Din

shiur 
there, even though there were mainly Ashkenazim there, they were genuinely interested 

told me “Kvod HaRav! You wrote in Yalkut Yosef…
but I was relieved that he at least knew what the Yalkut Yosef

Yalkut Yosef, and he knew it 

rulings of his rebbe; Sephardim are the Talmidim of the Bet Yosef, and the Ashkenazim are 
the Talmidim of the Rama chiddush to him, and he asked me, “Are 
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If a parent tells one not to go to the mikveh

If one’s parent asks him not to go to the mikveh, a person 

The Zohar (Shemot, p. 136b) brings that it is important to 
immerse in the mikveh, and states that Rav Huna Saba would 
immerse in a stream every erev Shabbat. Likewise, all of the 
Mekubalim
mikveh. Even so, the Arizal’s mother4

for his health. Even though the Arizal was a great mekubal, he 
nevertheless listened to his mother and refrained from immersing 

5 

the brit milah on his son

If a parent asks their son that he should not be the one to 

that Maran zt”l

everyone will do like the Bet Yosef
Arizal 

himself was Ashkenaz. Even though the  (O.C. Arizal saying that 

son of the Bet Yosef.
5 Tosafot (Berachot 22b, “Ve’let erev Yom Kippur should 

berachah upon his immersion. This is unlike the opinion of Rav Saadya Gaon, who 
berachah. The Rosh

Chag (Rosh Hashanah 16b) is referring to when people had a Parah 
Adumah and people would keep the laws of ritual purity and impurity, but nowadays this is 
not relevant. Therefore, going to the mikveh is only a minhag. Even though there is “Takanat 
Ezra
of a seminal emission, in order to be able to learn and pray, nevertheless, nowadays this is not 

berachah minhag. 
This is similar to the minhag aravot on the ground on the day of Hoshanah 
Rabba minhag berachah upon it (as we state that it is only 
a “minhag Neviim yesod Neviim

brought in Yalkut Yosef, Yamim Nora’im, Takanat Ezra, and went 
to the mikveh, and he was stringent upon himself, even though he rules in the Yad Hachazakah 
(Hilchot Keriat Shema
Maran zt”l 
Torah Yeshivat Chevron

seder 

 daf of Gemara
Torah is no less important than going to the mikveh. Even Maran zt”l would not go to the 

Sanhedria, Maran zt”l

If a parent asks his son to not fast a non-
obligatory fast

One should listen to his father if his father tells him not to fast 
during Shovavim

Maran zt”l would never tell 
people to take upon themselves fasts in order to do teshuvah. 
Instead, Maran zt”l
Torah learning and that will serve as an atonement for their sins 

6 

the Sukkah during Sukkot

The Mishnah (Sukkah
take a nap outside of the sukkah during Sukkot, lest one end 
up sleeping there during the night as well. Nevertheless, if it is 

in the sukkah. Some people asked me why one must listen to his 

Hitorerut Teshuvah7 explains that 

as he would in a regular home (i.e., teshvu ke’ein taduru
as one would not live in a home that his parents tell him not to 
live in, he should also listen to them regarding being in a sukkah.8

will

Regarding a person who wants to donate a kidney to his friend, 

person:

the Gemara (Shabbat 151b) that states that if a person is near 

dayan

to him that as a dayan

of his bad breath. Not everyone should take upon themselves non-obligatory fasts.
7 Authored by Rabbi Shimon Sofer of Erloy. He was the son of the Ketav Sofer, and the 
grandson of the . At the age of 95, he was killed in 1944 (5704) along with his 

sefer it states that 

Yabia Omer (vol. 2, O.C. 2:7; vol. 3, E.H. 18:14; vol. 5, E.H. 18:8; Yechaveh Daat 
3:2; Shulchan Ma’arechet

8  See Chazon Ovadia, Sukkot, p. 154, footnote 45; Yalkut Yosef, Kibbud Av VaEm
footnote 40; ibid., Sukkah, pages 780–784.
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The Mordechi (Megillah 798) writes that a person who is blind 

obligated in mitzvot. The Mordechi
able to heal him, and he has the possibility of being able to see 

years ago, this Mordechi seemed strange, but nowadays this 
Mordechi

Talmud Yerushalmi (Terumot

friend.
The Chavot Yair (siman Nishmat 

Chaim, Derushim p. 11) rule like this Yerushalmi.
The Sma Sefer Me’irat Einayim] (C.M. 426:2), on 

the other hand, notes that the Rama and Shulchan Aruch both 

 Rosh, Rif, and Rambam
the ruling of the Yerushalmi. The Aruch Hashulchan explains that 
the reason all these Rishonim
Yerushalmi is that the Talmud Bavli disagrees with the Yerushalmi. 

Talmud Bavli is from Masechet 
Niddah

were these people of the Galilee about whom a rumor emerged 

Rabbi Tarfon said to them: What should we do? If I do not hide 
you, your pursuers will see you and kill you. If I do hide you, this 

in order to save another person. 
However, all of this is regarding when there is indeed a doubt 

Yabia Omer (vol. 9, C.M. 12) 
Tzitz 

Eliezer (Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg, who was the Rabbi of Shaarei 

about this, and they also all told him that there is no issue at all. 

one doing so, one should explain to the parent that it is not only 

Honoring a parent who forgoes on his honor

The Gemara (Kiddushin
father to forgo on his honor, and his son is not obligated to honor 

Gemara

that Yaakov Avinu was punished by having to mourn for 22 years 

Chida 
(Shiyurei Berachah Y.D. 240:9) proves from here that we see that 

Shamayim for not honoring 

seems to be the opinion of the Rosh (Tosafot HaRosh, brought 
in Shita Mekubetzet, Bava Metzia 32a) who says that even if 
one’s parent says that one does not have to stand up for him, one 
should nevertheless do a hiddur (slightly standing for the parent) 
when the parent walks into the room. This is also the opinion of 
the Radvaz 
if we say that the mitzvah of Kibud av va’em is a mitzvah that is 
ben adam le’chavero or ben adam la’Makom. If it is ben adam 
la’Makom then even though the parent has forgone on his honor, 

parent properly. 

adam la’Makom

mitzvot, one of kibud av va’em and the other is a mitzvah that is ben 
adam la’Makom
the four kosot

ben adam la’Makom 

 
Gemara (Kiddushin 31a) that states that a person must serve his 

in honoring one’s father as well. 

The importance of having good middot and the 
mitzvot of ben adam le’chavero

It is important to point out that a person who does a sin that is 
ben adam le’chavero (between man and man) is more stringent 

Bava Batra 88b). The Rosh 
(Pe’ah 1:3) says that Hashem wants people to do mitzvot that 
are ben adam le’chavero more than He wants mitzvot that are 
ben adam la’makom. The Rambam (Genevah 7:12) writes, “The 
punishment for the person who uses false measures is greater 

Tosafot (Bava Metzia 20b) says that the laws 

of prohibited foods and items. Rabbi Chaim Volozhin (Nefesh 
HaChayim, Middot 75) brings from the Vilna Gaon that a person’s 

to do with ben adam le’chavero. The Chazon Ish (Ma’aseh Ish, 

1129 Clinton Avenue, LLC 1129 Clinton Avenue, LLC
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r  Chazon Ish answered that he 
would ask Hashem to give him the ability to never hurt another 

Even though a person always has to speak to another person 

a strong worded manner. We see this even in the Rishonim, as at 
Raavad writes very strongly against the Rambam.9

When I speak about having good middot, I am referring to things 
that are ben adam le’chavero. A person has to pray to Hashem 
that he should live his life in a way that he never insults or hurts 

Maran zt”l would always ask forgiveness from people who he 
thought he may have insulted. 

A mitzvah that can be done by someone else

The Braita (Kiddushin 32a) says that if one’s father tells his son 

to help bury someone who passed away: if it is a mitzvah that 

but if there is no one else, then he should go and help bury the 
person who died. This is also the ruling of the Shulchan Aruch (Y.D. 

one is busy with one mitzvah, he is exempt from 

When a person is busy with one mitzvah that is ben adam 
la’Makom, and he is presented with another mitzvah that is 
ben adam le’chavero, the Shem Aryeh (Y.D. 64) states that one 

ben adam 
le’chavero, and we do not invoke the rule of “Osek ba’mitzvah 
patur min hamitzvah

However, Yabia Omer (vol. 4, Y.D. 19:4) brings the opinion of 
the Meiri ( 9b) who states in the name of the Ra’avad 
that the mitzvah of Talmud Torah does not exempt a person from 

listening to the shofar, or shaking the lulav, or kibud av va’em, 

Gemara (  14b) and Shulchan Aruch (Y.D. 396:3) that state that a boy who 
was under the age of bar-mitzvah is not obligated in the laws of mourning, even if he turns 
bar-mitzvah during the shivah

avel
berachah, based 

Shulchan 
Aruch (Y.D

There is nothing wrong with a rabbi saying, “I am sorry, I don’t know and I need to look this 

Meiri 
does not simply give the reason that kibud av va’em and burying 
someone is a mitzvah that is ben adam le’chavero, it seems that 
the Meiri

A parent who asks his son not to wear a gartel 
when praying

wearing a gartel Chassidim 
when praying) every day, and one’s parent says that he does not 

Gedolim

siman 59), who 
was the Av Bet Din of Alexandria, Egypt, about 280 years ago, 
says that a person who is more stringent than his family minhag 

is right for other reasons that simply make sense.  

Changing one’s minhagim

Kollel 
Chazon Ish who writes (sefer Daat Yehudah) that Sephardim 

minhagim

the Taz berachah upon wearing them! He states 

Chazon Ish, and the Gemara 

(i.e., “halachah ke’batrai
When I saw this ruling, I said to myself that this rabbi simply 

Gedolim. He 
must have not seen the Radvaz
rule “halachah ke’batrai

by the Maharam Alshich (siman 39), Maharam Alashkar (siman 
Rama passed 
Rama do not 

override the rulings of the Shulchan Aruch!  Unfortunately, many 
Gedolim, and 

do not even learn their sefarim Nodeh 
BeYehudah, Rabbi Akiva Eiger and Shaagat Aryeh, they should 

Chikrei Lev, Petach HaDevir, Yafeh LaLev, 
Ma’mar Mordechai, Bet David, Rav Pe’alim, and others! One 

mesorah and great Talmidei 
Chachamim

their minhagim. 
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